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NEWSLETTER 

August 23rd 2010



Launch of the ComputerWorld Jericho Forum Blog

Congratulations to our newly formed Jericho Forum Blog Team, led by Board members Adrian Seccombe and John Arnold, and driven by our UK PR Agent Jane Folwell, in setting up with ComputerWorld’s Mike Simons and John Dunn a CW JF Blog – titled

Another Brick from the Wall - Leadership thoughts from the Jericho Forum

It's now well and truly up and running - http://blogs.computerworlduk.com/jericho-forum/:
- Aug 4th: “Introducing the Jericho Forum on Computerworld UK”, Mike Simons
- Aug 17th: “The consumerisation of IT - what about data?”, Guy Bunker
- Aug 17th: “The consumerisation of IT - what did you install?”, Guy Bunker
- Aug 18th: “Cloud security - time for some tough questions”, Guy Bunker
The idea for a JF Blog came out of a discussion Jane had with her CW contacts Mike and John, and got the go-ahead from the Jericho Board of Managers back in March 2010.  Our shared CW-Jericho aim is to publish blogs which express a specific viewpoint on a topical, preferably immediate, security-related issue of relevance to the Jericho Forum approach and aimed at influencing how information security practitioners think as they develop new security solutions.  

Initially, the idea is to publish a weekly JF Blog in CW UK, but once it is established, Mike and John plan to share publication of this JF Blog with their transatlantic associates.  
John has explained that there is a noticeable difference between the writing style of a journalist-reporter on the one hand and a practicing information security professional on the other.  The tone, language, and style that security practitioners use is, it seems, instantly recognizable to their fellow practitioners, and as a result it carries much greater weight when they express their real-life frustrations over a problem and how they see it can be fixed.  So having Jericho Forum members write blogs gives their CW readers a refreshing new insight that they can relate well to.  What’s more, John says that inviting Jericho Forum members choose a subject they have strong feelings about, rather than offer a list of possible topics, also brings an immediacy - and even passion - to a blog, which again is readily distinguishable from journalist-style reporting. 
On the other hand, John has explained a few important “do’s and don’ts” on how to write a blog that attracts and then keeps the reader’s attention.  He lists key ones as:

1. Use exclamation marks very sparingly.  They look jarring on the page.
2. Make sure the theme is clearly established in paragraph one, which should ideally be short. Think of the opening graph as a one second elevator pitch.
3. Keep blogs topical.  That entices readers.    
4. Relate topical issues to Jericho Forum goals and ideas.
On the Jericho Forum side, Adrian Seccombe has created an “Evernote JF Blog notebook”, and he, John Arnold and Jane have recruited a couple more Jericho Forum bloggers willing to help stock a hopper of JF blogs.  This small group of enthusiastic bloggers has contributed around twice the minimum of 6 usable blogs they wanted to have available in our Evernote blog hopper as a “bank” of blogs we can feed for publication each week.  We have also established that in true blog style, bloggers can write under the attribution “The Jericho Forum” if they prefer to keep separate their work persona from their personal “Jericho” opinions.  This gives members a significantly greater level of freedom to write their opinions without being constrained by their day-job(s) – though of course if a blog-writer wants to be explicitly attributed then that is OK too. 

Looking through our Evernote hopper, John Dunn advises that the more enticing blogs there at present hit on the following topics: 

1. Consumerisation of IT – John tells us that “this is a great theme because it plays into a lot of what you chaps talk about re de-perimeterisation. It is also a major influence in terms of business IT evolution.”
2. Cloud Cubes – 6 months after publishing our position paper on different business uses and the attendant security issues, this remains a major issue.
3. Upgrades to your Cloud - what happens when the provider makes an upgrade that’s incompatible with what you’re using it for?
4. Fines for data breaches – a big talking point today ... hit where it hurts.
So you can expect to see these topics appear in the near future.

In the next few weeks, as the CW JF Blog stabilizes, we expect to open up to inviting blog contributions from all our members. If you are already fired up to write a blog, let me know – i.dobson@opengroup.org.  [image: image1.png]
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