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NEWSLETTER 

March 5th 2010


Busy Times
We canceled our March 12th members meeting because so many of our members were busy with giving press and analyst interviews in support of launching (on March 15th) our Self-Assessment Scheme, plus attending RSA 2010 (March 1-4), added to which there is the Forrester EMEA conference on March 11-12 in London, and the SecureCloud 2010 conference in Barcelona on March 16-17.

 
Next Members Meeting

Our next UK Members Meeting is in London on April 23rd - the Friday before the week of Infosec Europe (April 27-29) and the SC Magazine UK Awards dinner (April 27th).   Our member Augure (http://www.augure.com/) is kindly hosting this meeting.  We will be issuing a formal notice shortly to advise on logistics, agenda, and registration to attend. 
The Jericho Forum at RSA 2010
Aside from all the other involvements our members who were at RSA 2010 in San Francisco had this week, we shared with our Cloud Security Alliance partner a “Cocktails in the Cloud” session in the Blue Room 102 (we didn’t find room 101) in Moscone Center South on Wednesday.  It was by all accounts a good networking session where we were able to raise our visibility alongside the CSA on leading the future direction for securing our IT systems, including in the Cloud.  

Launch of our Self-Assessment Scheme (SAS)

On March 15th we will launch or Self-Assessment Scheme.  This takes each Jericho Forum Commandment in turn, and asks “nasty” (i.e., searching) questions to reveal how effectively a given information security product or solution meets the criteria implicit in that commandment. It then aggregates the answers into a Self-Assessment Scorecard. The “self-assessment” aspect of this scheme is important – it is a self-policing scheme to ensure it is low-cost and low-maintenance for the Jericho Forum, while representing high value to product suppliers who wish to show how well they satisfy our commandments, by customers who wish to check how well a product or solution meets their requirements, and by IT architects & designers who want to check how secure their designs are. 
Our PR support organizations – Bateman Group in the US, and FolwellPR in the UK/Europe – have been warming up key press and analysts in their respective geographies, arranging interviews with them and Jericho Forum members, which has contributed greatly to readying the industry for the SAS launch on March 15th.  We appreciate the time and effort that goes into this activity, which contributes so much to assuring a successful launch.  Already the resulting publicity has generated a significant “buzz” in the industry, all the signs indicating that they anticipate our SAS will provide a powerful tool that will enable vendors, customers, and system architects/designers to “raise the bar” on the security of our systems.  We are also preparing a short SAS video – the new way to reach a huge audience – on YouTube and other outlets.
The near-final draft of the SAS Guide is available from our Jericho Forum Website, for member-review.  It will be published coincident with the SAS launch in March 15th.  Look out for the press announcements and analyst reviews from March 15th onwards.
Eight Key Questions to Validate IT Spend
In one recent Jericho Forum interview with a prominent IT analyst, Paul Simmonds suggested a scenario where you’re asked you to approve the latest "essential" item of technology spending. Here are 8 key questions they should be able to answer satisfactorily, and why.
· Will this enable me to collaborate? 
· Will this be secure if I connect it directly to the Internet?
· Can someone we don't employ get access to this the same way our staff does?
· If you lose the data, or the backup, will I find my company on the front page of the national papers? 
· How will you know if someone has tampered with the data?
· Will it easily interconnect with our key business partners? 
· How did you translate the risk appetite of the board for this system? 
· Does the manufacturer provide it secure by default, or are you having to add additional parts to make it secure?
Is this checklist useful to you?  If you have similar checklist-style questions you’re willing to share, we’d like to have them – please send yours to jerichoforum-interest@opengroup.org 

Cloud Security Challenge

A “Cloud Security Challenge”, sponsored by HP Labs, is now open for entries.  Note the closing date is March 15th so time to enter is now very short.  The competition aims to uncover innovative new solutions to help protect governments and enterprises as they adopt the cloud.

· $10,000 cash award
· exclusive mentorship from an industry leader 

· up to 3 finalists will also be invited to test their technology in an HP Labs cloud test-bed
· entry is free
· The Challenge is supported by the Cloud Security Alliance and Cloudsecurity.org
· deadline: Monday 15 March 2010

Further information: http://global-security-challenge.com/74X-374G-W2C2S-1RZ9P-0/c.aspx 

Our New Jericho Forum Information Sheet

 … is available from http://www.opengroup.org/jericho/uploads/40/21641/is_jericho_1003.pdf 
It includes a summary of our past achievements, including our publications and other materials we’ve made publicly available, and an outline of our plans through 2010.  It will be linked into our public Website very soon, but in the meantime we don’t want it to become a best-kept secret.  Please share it with everyone who you feel should know about the Jericho Forum.
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