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NEWSLETTER 

November 2009



An Apology

Our last Newsletter was February 2009.  The only excuse for the silence since then is taking our eye off the Newsletter ball.  Sorry about that!  For sure, there’s been no shortage of news.  

In this Newsletter we compile a set of highlights that normally would each have been sufficient to fill a single Newsletter, spotlight a number of podcasts that are worth a visit, congratulate a winner, and mention our need to validate our ambitions for 2010.

Highlights – a subjective selection
· We gained great visibility at the end of 2008 with our "stormier aspects of the Cloud" article in the FT.  The article is available at 
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/303680a6-bf51-11dd-ae63-0000779fd18c.html?nclick_check=1 

· We published our Collaboration Oriented Architectures (COA) Framework in January 2009.
· We began launching our Cloud Cube Model in a Feb2009 Open Group conference in San Diego – when Steve Whitlock gave a presentation introducing the Cloud Cube concepts and our business-oriented approach to understanding the different types of cloud, and the security implications of each type.
· We delivered our Cloud Cube Model paper in April in time for RSA 2009.  Like all our papers, it’s publicly available on our Publications Web page: http://www.opengroup.org/jericho/publications.htm
Did you see Adrian Seccombe’s YouTube description?: http://www.youtube.com/jerichoforum 

· We ran a half-day Jericho Forum conference during RSA2009, attracting significant interest.  The event speakers included Bob West, Adrian Seccombe and Philippe Courtot from the Jericho Forum, and key US bloggers Chris Hoff, Rich Mogul, and Gunnar Pederson.  The presentations are all available at http://www.opengroup.org/jericho/presentations.htm 
This attracted significant press coverage in April –  see the selected press coverage entries at http://www.opengroup.org/jericho/newses.tpl?CALLER=index.tpl  
· We were well represented at Infosecurity Europe in London the following week.  Two of our founding members – David Lacey and Paul Dorey – were inducted into their Hall of Fame, and we had good visibility in a Jericho Forum panel, as well as numerous mentions by other presenters.

· We started work on developing Cloud Use Cases, and when we found it was being pursued by other Cloud focus groups we passed our contributions to them.
· We started developing a Self-Certification Scheme for the supply-side or the buy-side equally to use to assess how well products measure up to meeting the requirements of our Commandments.  We hope to complete this deliverable soon. See Paul Simmonds podcast: http://www.securityvibes.com/jericho-forum-working-nasty-questions-assess-security-vendors-benchai7-news-3003167.html 
· In May 2009 we formed a collaboration with the Cloud Security Alliance (CSA) – facilitated by our meeting with their leading members during RSA2009 – to contribute to developing their Cloud Security Guidelines version 2.  The fruits of this work are expected to be published very shortly. 
· Since June we have been working on Identity & Access Management for Business Collaboration and Cloud.  It's likely to be another month before we reach a point where we can share anything substantive for review by our members.
· Members have been active in representing Jericho Forum thinking and directions in many major events worldwide – too numerous to list, but each contributing to our thought-leadership profile. We have had a particularly heavy demand for Jericho Forum speakers in October – a busy time for security events.   Our next one is the US SC Magazine eConference on Nov 10th – announced in a Jericho Forum email sent on Nov 3rd.
· We continue to have significant information security press coverage – to much to list them all, but every one building up industry recognition of our messages. 

· Several members have recorded podcasts advancing our Jericho Forum thinking, on SecurityVibes - http://www.securityvibes.com/home.php?&lang_id=1    Here’s just 3:

· Philippe Courtot on Cloud Computing Growing Pains
· Adrian Seccombe: Breadcrumbs in the Cloud; Cloud Security and ROI

· Andrew Yeomans: Challenges of Secure Data Transfers
· We’ve had productive and enjoyable debates in Members Meetings through the year.  The next one is in Paris on Dec 7-8 – see Upcoming Events at http://www.opengroup.org/jericho/ 
Award Winner 
We published our Collaboration Oriented Architectures (COA) Framework in January 2009.  Jeroen Willemsen – then with Capgemini, now with Domus Technica – based his thesis “Controlling the COA Framework” on it (link to his thesis at the foot of our Publications page, via the Domus Technica Web site).  We are pleased to congratulate Jeroen on being awarded the Annette Roetersprijs at the Awards Ceremony on October 28th – all the more outstanding when we know that there were over 2500 submissions.  The Annette Roetersprijs is awarded every year to the best thesis from students at the Windesheim University.  Quoting Jeroen:
“The prize includes €1250, a piece of art, a book version of the thesis - and fame forever.”
Congratulations Jeroen.
Challenges as we Approach 2010

We’re currently addressing Identity and Access Management (IAM) – a huge challenge.  But we also need to keep checking what other pain-points our members want to address.  
We’re taking our seasonal look at this now, as twenty-ten approaches.   So in the next few weeks you may expect to be asked for your feedback on what are your top 5 security pain-points and how you would like to bring them into focus in the Jericho Forum.  Are you writing them upon your whiteboards so they don’t get lost in the busy run-up to the end of the year?
Ah – good!
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